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The Youngest Entrepreneurs

Ivcountries wihere life expectancias are fow, and many chifdren wre orphaned ata poung age, voung people offer fave o find wags to sup-
port themsetves firancially. ME offen work with youwth to help them learn abowt snings, and in some instances, start small businesses,

Yourh microfinance inititives can

help combat child labor, suppaort the fight against HIVAAIDS, sypport reprodoctive health inferven-

frowts, and decrense anfi-social befuwvior. ALIDE, fs ome of the many orgasizptionns thar sappaorts podh theough miceofimance, T operaies
in several cities in Bemin, and is supported by the organization Entreprencors du Monde. Laetitia Kagine!, West Africa Coordinator for
Entreprensurs do Monde, tofd s abour kda Zosson, a §7-vear-ofd borroswer whi is growing ap in a culrere of microfinamce,

"I dropped owl of schood because I lacked the support. But since [ met ALIDE, Tam hopeful again. §will be able re go back ho school
amd to succeed like any other chitd” - Zossow

Profili
T Fossonn, Youth Bormower
Alide, Ilenin

What Is Entreprevares du Mondet

What &5 wmne af ALITIES yousth harmewer soc-
oess slories?

Tda Famsan was horn inta a poar family in Gan-
vid, a stilt village in Sovth Bendn, Idas father
prassedd away arl her mather disappeared, She
el b her paternal sints bawse i Cotonon
after that. Unforunatedy, deasth was 1o strike
agin, Her aunl succimibed wea king and paim-
hal ifness, Onee again, Jda was left alone, She
dropped out of schuool because she couldn® af-
foere] 1 Eﬂ.:fll'l.f&ﬂ-.-li.'l b able 1o bu:rlimd.lht
started helping neiphbors sell their wares. By
dodig s, she managed o make aboot XOF 250
a day (U581.50),

Hipwr ibid ALIDE siaeeeet Ielat
Ome day Ida heasd about ALIDE ansd the pos-
siblity to get 2 stmall loan to start an income-

Entreprencurs dia Monde lemtrepreneurs of the
wirrhif]) s am WCO founded in 1998 ard based in
France, It operates in developing courries o en-
abike the pocrest fumilies 1o develop 2 small eco-
nomile ventwre by giving hem access to credit,

generating activity. Dhespite her lack of resmunces
and her young age, hia qualified for a kick-stari
Joan, a product that & specifically designed for
very paoor people with amoants ranging from
XOF 10000 fo 20,000 (LU5520-40) for a dura-
siom ol three i six months withiout amy callateral.
Because I is targeted 1o the poorest of the poar
il beneficries of this (7% loan are coachad by
both a credit afficer and a social worker,

Adfter aralyzing Bas situation, ALIDE decided
oy grant heer & X0V 100040 loam, Her prodect was
o sell childrens clothes and the enterprising
voung hudy did a geeat job ALIDE tralned her
n i 1o m:ru!;ezmﬂhmim:nlhﬂnp
her sales techimiques, Mot onby did she never miss
a paymeid, she s actually plusning o seibuise
ber loan carier than scheduled.

savings, ardl training, Bs partner MF1 in Benin
& ALIDE, an lrssiitution theat reaches o o some
50001 families in Beriin,

I Tk ds mmanaging 2 smalk entecprise, how i
she nanaging her ginfies?

Thiie sturnm, Fda will abss be able to vesame her
sudies, us it social worker st ALIDE pul lser in
tanach with 2 Jocal association that can help her
pey her school fees.

www.milcrofinanceinsights.com
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